
CSCE4010:  Social Issues in Computing 

Instructor:  Dr. Jonathon Doran, Jonathon.Doran@unt.edu 

Office:  Hall Park 126 
Office Hours:  M,T,W 2-3 & By Appointment 

Overview:  The effect of Computer Science and Engineering on the home and workplace, with 
emphasis on the role of the computer professional in modern society. 

Ethics is a branch of philosophy dealing with what is right and wrong, and one’s duty and obligation 
under various circumstances.  Ethics are imposed, unlike morals. 

Textbook:  Computer Ethics, 4th Edition, by Deborah Johnson, Prentice Hall.  ISBN 978-0-13-11241-4 

Objectives: 

Students should gain these skills by the end of the course: 

1. Develop and awareness of the social responsibilities of Computer Science and Engineering. 
2. Understand the need for Computer Science and Engineering Ethics. 
3. Generate an effective written communication incorporating a topic related to social and ethical 

issues and principles in Computer Science and Engineering. 
4. Deliver an oral presentation about a topic related to a particular social or ethical issue related to 

Computer Science and Engineering. 

Grading: 

Late assignments are accepted at the rate of -25% credit for each day late unless accompanied by a 
university approved medical excuse.   

Cheating will result in failure in the course.  Please reference the UNT academic integrity policy for more 
information on cheating.  Individual work such as homework assignments and pop quizzes must be 
done on your own.  Do not discuss solutions or share copies of individual work. 

The grading breakdown will be as follows: 

Class Participation 10% 
Written Analysis of Case Studies x3 20% 
Oral Presentation 15% 
Term Paper 25% 
Final Exam (Comprehensive) 30% 
Total 100% 

 

Letter grades will be determined as follows: 

A >= 90%, B >= 80%, C >= 70%, D >= 60%, F < 60% 
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If you believe that there is a mistake in the grading of one of your assignments, you must bring these 
inquiries to the professor within one week of when the assignment is returned.  After this period, it is 
too late with the exception of an arithmetic error in calculating the score. 

Attendance:  Attendance and class participation are strongly encouraged, so plan to attend regularly.  
Students are responsible for any material and announcements covered in class.  If you cannot attend, 
plan to get notes from a classmate. 

Major Assignments: 
Class Participation 
Attendance, reasonable participation in discussion, asking questions. 

Case Study Analysis 
Shorter papers, around 800 words (about 3 pages long, not including references, figures or similar). 
I will assign the topics. 

 
Case studies may be revised and resubmitted one time within one week of the original submission date.  
Revisions may only be made if the original submission was made on time.  In no event may submissions 
occur after the last day of class. 

Term Paper – due at the end of the term. 
A 5-7 page paper on a topic of your choice.  See below. 

Midterm Exam 
Examinations will consist of an essay and a short answer portion. 

 
Final Exam (Comprehensive) 
Examinations will consist of an essay and a short answer portion. 

Schedule 
A tentative list of topics by week. 

Week Topics Readings Due 
1 Introduction / Professionalism Chapter 7  
2 General Ethics Chapter 2 

 
Term Paper Topics Thursday 
11:59pm 

3 General Ethics (cont) Case Study #1 Thursday 11:59pm 
4 Ethical Theories  
5 Ethical Theories Case Study #2 
6 Ethics in Societies Chapter 3  
7 Ethics in Societies / Midterm Exam  
8 Information Flow, Privacy, Surveillance Chapter 4  
9 Information Flow, Privacy, Surveillance Case Study #3 
10 Intellectual Property Chapter 5  
11 Digital Order Chapter 6  



12 Digital Order  
13 Oral Presentations  Oral Presentations Due In Class 
14 Power Dynamics   
15 Environmental Ethics   

 

Term Paper 
You will each write a paper on a topic related to Computer Ethics.  I must approve the topic before you 
begin.  The paper shall be between 2000-2500 words (about 5-7 pages of text) exploring the ethical 
implications of the topic.  You should identify issues and present reasoned arguments supporting more 
than one point of view, then you may identify your position or conclude that the issue is undecidable. 

You might start by building a strong case for the opposing view, and then argue from your favorite 
ethical theory in favor of your solution. 

Each paper shall have a title page plus a 100 word abstract.  The body text shall have 1.5 line spacing, 12 
pt. Times New Roman (or equivalent) fond, with 1 inch margins.  There shall be a page of references in 
IEEE or ACM format.  The title page, section headers, and references do NOT count towards the 
page/word limit. 

You must have multiple PRIMARY references.  This means that Wikipedia will not appear in your 
references, since Wikipedia does not permit original research.  Primary references allow you to 
acknowledge the author of the material you use, which is right and proper. 


